
From the Desk of Mayor Sergio 

Rodriguez 

You've probably noticed several projects happening around town. IDOT 
has been busy resurfacing Archer Ave. and 1st Ave. Additionally, the 
lead line replacement project is nearing completion on the north side of 
the Village and will soon begin on the south side. Although the Archer 
Ave. bridge repair project has been delayed, work is expected to begin 
in mid-September. Finally, we've started lining the sewer lines on the 
west side of the Village, which will help extend the life of our sewer sys-
tem for years to come. 
  
We understand that the storm on July 25th caused significant damage to 
many homes and properties due to an unprecedented 8.9 inches of rain 
falling in a very short period of time. The Village of Summit has a com-
bined sewer system, which means our home wastewater and stormwater 

runoff share a single pipe. The ideal solution to prevent future flooding is to separate these systems, 
but this is an extremely costly project. Despite this, please know we have spoken with state and 
federal officials, including the MWRD, to raise our concerns about this ongoing issue, will continue 
to apply for funding and keep advocating for our community's needs. Although the state has issued 
a Natural Disaster Proclamation to trigger potential federal aide, it is undetermined at this time 
whether Illinois and Cook County will qualify for assistance. 
 
In the meantime, the Village is committed to regular maintenance of our existing sewer lines. This 
summer alone, we have televised and jet-cleaned the sewer lines to ensure they are clear and 
functioning as well as possible. We will continue to advocate for our community and keep you updat-
ed on our progress. 
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       A Village on the Rise 

Park District explores global culture 
through food and books 

 

Latinx Digital Leaders Now offering free 
digital literacy workshops  

The non-profit organization Latinx Digital Leaders Now 
kicked off their Summit Tech initiative this summer. The or-
ganization will continue offering digital services throughout 
the rest of the year and beyond. [See DLN, Page 5] 

 
This past summer, the Summit Park District was 
the place where young taste buds gathered to ex-
plore the flavors and traditions of global cuisine 
during “Food Around the World,” a free culinary 
program for kids led by local culinary arts instruc-
tor Chef Violeta Trujeque, owner of Violet Velvet 
Cooking Classes.  
 
This engaging program invited children to travel 
the world through food. Participants learned how to 
prepare simple recipes from different continents —
all while discovering the cultural stories behind 
each dish. [See LIBRARIES, Page 5]. 
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Office phone: 563-4807  

Email: clambert@summit-il.org 

Clerk’s Corner Colleen Lambert 
 

Seniors: Leave the Leaves for us! 

The Village is gathering names and addresses for our Annual Senior Service Fall Project! The Vil-

lage is proud to partner with community groups to offer at no cost a leaf raking program. If you are 

older than 65, and are interested, please complete the following information and mail or drop off by 

November 1st to: Strzelczyk Municipal Center, 7321 W. 59th Street, Summit, IL  60501 

Name: ____________________________ 

Address: ________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________ Birthdate: ____________________ 

You Must provide proof that you are over 65 years old and the homeowner of the property): 

 

Additional Notes: _________________________________________________________________ 

Signature: _________________________________________ 

Happy Fall to you all!  I hope each of you enjoyed 

your summer. It is so nice to see our children back 

in the classrooms this school year. I wish each of 

you a wonderful school year!  

Trick-or-Treating 

 The Village of Summit is allowing 

Halloween Trick-or-Treating to take 

place between the hours of 3:00 p.m. 

and 7:00 p.m. on Friday, October 31. Just as prior years, 

we will have Trick-or-Treat door hangers (red and green) 

available for pickup at Village Hall beginning in October.  

Senior Leaf Raking Program 

 If you would like to have your yard clear of leaves or     

volunteer, the Village of Summit will be hosting a Senior 

Leaf Raking program to take place November 8th to      

November 27th. Please call (708) 563-4801 or email 

at info@summit-il.org – please leave your name, phone 

number and your address.  

Tree Lighting 

 The Neighborhood Watch will host our Holiday 

Tree Lighting on Thursday, November 21st at 

6:00 p.m. on 59th Street (next to the Summit 

Fire Department)  Please come out and join us 

to kick-off the Holiday Season!   

Resident Feedback Needed! 

 Should bars operating in the Village of 

Summit remain open until 3:00 a.m. on 

Fridays and Saturdays from their current 

curfew of 2:00 a.m.? Take the survey 
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With school back in session, we urge all drivers to exercise extra 

caution—especially during morning drop-off and afternoon dis-

missal hours. Please watch carefully for children crossing the 

streets and be extra cautious around school buses that are pick-

ing up or dropping off students.  

A reminder to all students, parents, and visitors: school zone 

parking enforcement has resumed following the summer break. 

This applies to the area from 62nd Street to 64th Place, be-

tween Harlem Avenue and Archer Road. Please observe post-

ed signs and avoid parking violations to keep our streets safe for 

children.  

Unfortunately, the planned Citizens Police Academy has been 

suspended due to low enrollment. We are committed to educat-

ing our residents about this valuable program and hope to re-

launch it in the future with greater participation.  

Several ongoing construction projects are impacting local 

traffic patterns throughout the Village. Expect increased con-

gestion during rush hours and 

more vehicles using residential 

streets as detours. In response, 

new one-way street designa-

tions have been implemented 

and may help ease some of the 

anticipated traffic issues. We 

appreciate your patience and 

cooperation during this time. 

Following recent weather events 

and related disruptions, please 

be extra cautious with emails or 

messages requesting personal 

information. If something seems 

suspicious, take time to verify 

the source before responding. 

As a reminder, no legitimate 

government agency will request 

sensitive information via email.  

Mel Ortiz, Police Chief  

Office phone: 563-4830 
Anonymous Tip Hotline: 563-
8100  
Email:  mortiz124@summitpd.net 

Jerry Rosales, Superintendent of Public Works  
Fall Is right around the corner as our nights become cooler and our days become shorter. Public 

Works will continue to patch potholes, clean out sewers, and maintain our parkways. Grass cutting, 

street light maintenance, street sweeping, and alley grading will also continue throughout the fall.  

Please report any street light outages or missing signs to 708-563-4809. 

Fall Cleanliness 

Please be a good neighbor and clean up after your pet. Cleaning up after dogs is very important and 

continues to be an issue. Additionally, maintenance is a good way to 

keep rodents from coming back. The Village has a pest control company 

that sets baits in the public alley. 

Yard Waste 

Yard waste will continue to be picked up until Saturday, November 28. Please make sure to place your 

yard waste in appropriate containers not to be bigger than a 30 gallon container and 50lbs.  

Do not rake or blow the leaves into the streets or sewers.  This has been an issue this summer and 

becomes a problem when it rains. Residents caught raking or blowing them into the streets will be 

fined.  

Please be aware that if paper recycling bags are being used keep the weight and moisture at a limit so 

bags won’t rip. Branches must be cut down to 3 feet and tied together in bushels for pickup. Yard 

waste, as well as garbage pickup, should be out by 6:00 a.m. on Fridays, preferably on Thursday night.  

Weather Reminders 

The recent down poor of rain have caused overgrown weeds and debris on properties. Code enforcement will be out giving warnings 

and citations for overgrown grass and weeds as well as any harborage that would attract rodents.  

We ask you to please be mindful of the signs posted through the community regarding parking, especially as we approach colder 

months. To have efficient and safe plowing parking should be as close to the curb as possible.   

Weather proofing your home for the upcoming colder months is highly recommended to prevent drafts, as well as pipes from freezing. 

A few ways to prevent freezing pipes is to insulate the pipes, keep the heat on, have the faucet drip slightly, keep cabinets open and 

— if they do happen to freeze — use a blow dryer to unfreeze. Never use fire to unfreeze a pipe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Office phone: 563-4800 
Email:  jrosales@summit-il.org  

mailto:chiefkosmowski@summitpd.net
mailto:jrosales@summit-il.org


Fall is here. The air is crisp, the leaves are 

changing, and pumpkin spice has somehow 

found its way into everything. On top of that, 

school is back in session — so watch your 

speed in school zones, stop for buses, and 

remember kids can dart out between cars 

without you knowing it. 

Here are a few safety tips to keep this season 

cozy instead of chaotic: 

Leaf Piles Are Not Fire Pits  
Burning leaves might feel old-school, but flames can spread faster 

than bad karaoke at a block party. Dispose of them properly or let 

the kids jump in them—after checking for rakes, rocks, and the 

neighbor’s cat.  

 

Candle Season = Caution Season  
That apple-cinnamon candle smells amazing, but keep it away 

from curtains, furniture, and anything flammable. Never leave a 

candle burning unattended—no matter how “Instagram-worthy” the 

vibe is.  

 

Space Heaters Need Space  
They’re not footrests, tables, or cat warmers. Keep three feet of 

clearance and plug them directly into the wall—never an extension 

cord.  

 

Illinois Smoke Detector Law  
All new smoke detectors in Illinois must have a 10-year sealed 

battery. If yours still takes a 9-volt, now’s the perfect time to up-

grade. That’s one less thing to forget—and one less “beep” waking 

you up at 2 a.m. 

 

Lithium Battery Charging Safety  
Phones, e-bikes, scooters—if it has a rechargeable lithium battery, 

use the charger it came with, never charge it on your bed or 

couch, and don’t leave it plugged in overnight. These batteries can 

overheat quickly.  

 

Home Furnace Safety Checks 

As temperatures drop, many of us will be firing up our home heat-

ing systems. Before you turn on your furnace for the first time this 

season, take these precautionary steps: 

• Professional Inspection: Schedule a professional inspection 

of your furnace. This will ensure that your heating system is in 

good working order and free from potential hazards like gas 

leaks or carbon monoxide buildup. 

• Change Filters: Replace the furnace filters to keep the air 

clean and help your furnace run efficiently. 

• Clear the Area: Ensure that the area around your furnace is 

clear of any flammable materials. This includes paper, rags, 

and cleaning supplies. 

• Check Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Test your 

smoke and carbon monoxide detectors and replace the batter-

ies if needed. These devices are critical for early detection of 

fires and carbon monoxide leaks. 

 

Back-to-School Safety 

Tips 

With children back in school, it’s 

important to reinforce safety both at 

home and on the road: 

• Road Safety: Remind children 

to look both ways before cross-

ing the street and to always use 

crosswalks. Drivers, please slow 

down and be extra cautious in 

school zones and residential 

areas. 

• Bus Safety: Teach children to 

stand back from the curb while 

waiting for the bus and to stay 

seated while the bus is moving. 

Make sure they understand the 

importance of following the bus driver’s instructions. 

• Home Safety: If your children 

are staying home alone after 

school, review fire safety pro-

tocols with them. Make sure 

they know how to use the 

stove safely, what to do in 

case of an emergency, and 

whom to call if needed. 

 

CPR Training Is Back 

We’ve restarted CPR classes. It’s a life-saving skill that’s easy to 

learn and might make you the hero of your block. Come and hang 

out with the on-duty crew and see how we operate and even learn 

something new. Fall is one of the best times of the year — let’s 

keep it safe. Slow down for the school kids, follow the new smoke 

detector law, charge smart, and maybe join us for CPR training.  

 

 

Open House Oct. 4th from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

We are excited to announce that our annual Fire Department 

Open House will be held on Saturday, October 4th. This event is 

a great opportunity to meet your local firefighters, learn more about 

fire safety, and see our fire trucks and equipment up close. There 

will be fun activities for kids and safety demonstrations. We will 

provide hot dogs, snacks, and refreshments for everyone.  

Keep an eye out for more information about the event in the com-

ing weeks. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Stay safe this fall, and don’t hesitate to reach out to the Fire De-

partment with any questions or concerns. 

Follow Code Red 

Stay up to date with the Vil-

lage’s public alerting and 

residential safety system. 

 

Office phone: 594-3894  
 

Email:  
tanderson@summitfire.net  
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Tony Anderson, Fire Chief 

mailto:chiefhanson@summit-il.org
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The grand finale of the program, held on August 2, brought a beautiful new addition to our 

park and community: a wooden free library house, “Mi Casa Es Su Casa,” donated by Ame-

lia Herrera, your neighborhood realtor. It was officially installed during the event, marking a 

special moment that continued the program’s theme of cultural exchange, learning, and 

togetherness.   

The free library, now a permanent fixture 

at Summit Park, offers families and children a 

space to discover stories from around the 

world, foster a love of reading, and connect 

with one another. It's more than just a place to 

borrow a book—it's a symbol of community 

spirit, generosity, and the idea that everyone 

belongs. 

A heartfelt thank you to Chef Violeta Truje-

que, Amelia Herrera, and the Summit Park 

District for making this event possible. 

Through food, stories, and shared experienc-

es, you’ve helped build bridges between cul-

tures — and right here in Summit, that makes all the difference. 

Be sure to stop by Summit Park to check out the new “Mi Casa Es Su Casa” free library 

and keep the spirit of summer learning going strong! 

Societal Spotlight 

The organization, founded by Summit native and Argo alumna Caroline Sanchez Crozier, seeks to inform 

and empower through bilingual workshops and mentorship programs that build digital skills, confidence, and community connection. 

These programs—offered for youth, adults, and seniors—are made possible through Cook County’s Digital Equity IMPACT small 

grants program, launched in 2024 to support local storytelling and digital 

inclusion.  

“As part of the Cook County IMPACT grant, we’re focused on storytelling 

and providing tools our community can use to thrive,” said DLN Commu-

nications Strategist Leda Sanchez. “We’re excited to partner with the 

Village of Summit as we advance digital equity in this great community.” 

Founded in 2019, Digital Leaders Now (DLN) centers its mission around 

three pillars: Education (STEM and digital literacy), Community (bilingual 

access and local partnerships), and Industry (career exposure and col-

laboration). The organization previously worked with the Village of Sum-

mit to support broadband advocacy and continues to lead efforts to close 

the digital divide. In August, DLN hosted its Smart Tools for School Suc-

cess workshop at the Summit Park District, helping families explore tools 

like Word, Google Docs, and Canva—designed to support students’ 

learning and confi-

dence with everyday 

tech. 

DLN hosts free tech 

workshops every 

month through Janu-

ary. All ages are wel-

come. To register, 

call 855-586-5946 or 

scan the QR code.  

Libraries 
From page 1 

DLN 
From page 1 
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Historical Spotlight 

Community Focus 

On October 20, 1925, Lions Club International welcomed Summit-Argo as their newest chartered member. The Organ-

ization, founded by Chicago business leader Melvin Jones, was only eight years old at the time and have since grown 

to now over 48,000 charters with membership exceeding 1.4 million people.  

“To lead as a Lion is to serve with passion and purpose,” said Chapter President Tula Beene. “It’s to inspire those 

around us to join in the vital work of humanitarian services strengthening not just out community but also the spirit of 

giving within each of us.” 

 

To commemorate, the organization will host a special banquet in October. Secure your RSVP today on page 7! 

Historical Spotlight  

 

Understanding your Property Taxes 

Data source: Most recent data from the Cook County Clerk, Office of Tax Extension. 

Your property is assessed by the Cook County Assessor. To learn how exactly 

your property is assessed, please follow the QR code ->   

Most of your taxes go to our schools. The Village collects only a small portion collected. 

To view where exactly your property taxes go to, please follow the QR code ->   

WHERE DO MY PROPERTY TAXES GO? 

HOW IS MY PROPERTY ASSESSED 

WHY TAXES? 

Nobody likes paying taxes. However, they serve an important function as being the 

primary source to fund our public entities, such as our parks, village and schools.  



 

SUMMIT BULLETIN BOARD  

 NEWS YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
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Who Are My  Elected Officials? 

June 16, 2025 
• The Argo Summit Lions Club and Village Board rec-
ognized Heritage Middle School 6th grader Francisco 
Nevarez as the winner of the 2025-2026 Village stick-
er contest at the Village's June 16th Board Meeting.  
 
July 21, 2025 
• Carlos Munoz and was sworn in as the newest 
Summit Police Officer.  
• The board approved a business license for Sergio’s Box Truck Repair located 
at 7820 W 60th Place. 
• The board approved the purchase of a A/C unit for the Village Municipal Build-
ing. 
• The board approved Nami Metro Chicago’s “Wellness on the Block” event 
utilizing the alley behind 7602 W 63rd St and the adjacent parking lot at 63rd 
St. on August 9th from 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm. 
• The board approved an amendment to the Village’s Business Regulations 
enhancing security measures within the Village.  
 
August 19, 2024  
• Authorized a three year Collective Bargaining Agreement between the Village 
and the Illinois Fraternal Order of Police Labor Council/Summit FOP Lodge # 
29. 
• Authorized the closure of a portion of Archer Road and 63rd for the Argo High 
School Homecoming Parade. 
• Approved an intergovernmental Agreement by and between the Village and 
Argo High School to provide a School Resource Officer to the school for the 
upcoming school year. 

Federal Officials  

Senator Dick Durbin  
230 S. Dearborn Street 
Suite 3892 
Chicago, IL 60604 

(312) 353 4952  

Senator Tammy Duckworth   
230 South Dearborn 
Street, Suite 3900 
Chicago, IL 60604  

(312) 886-3506  

Congressman Chuy Garcia 
4376 S Archer Ave 
Chicago, IL  60632  

(773) 475-0833  

State Officials  

Senator Mike Porfirio 
6215 West 79th Street 
STE 1A 
Burbank, IL  60459 

(708) 430-2510  

State Rep. Abdelnasser Rashid  
6901 W. Cermak Road 
Berwyn, IL  60402 (708) 956-7563  

County  

Commissioner Frank Aguilar 
7833 Ogden  
Lyons, IL  60534 

(708) 447-5461  

3:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
Halloween, Thursday, October 31st 
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For Services Call:  

Emergency     911 

Police Department  non-emergency  (708) 563-4830  

Fire Department non emergency  (708) 594-3894  

Public Works Department   (708) 563-4809  

Water / Sewer Billing    (708) 563-4817  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Village of Summit 

Strzelczyk Municipal Center 
7321 W. 59

th
 Street 

Summit, IL  60501 

Monday - Friday:           8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.                      
1

st 
Saturday of month:     8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  

Summit Village Hall             (708) 563-4800  

Village Clerk             (708) 563-4807  

 

Officials: 
 

Mayor  Sergio Rodriguez 

Clerk  Colleen Lambert 
 

Trustees 

Setki “Sam” Dardovski          Marvel Parker 

Sonia Ponce           Lorena Manriquez 

Mayra Ortiz           Aurora Rodriguez 

Websites To Know  
 
Summit Park District 
www.summitparks.org 
 
Summit Public Library District 
www.summitlibrary.info  
 
Cook School District 104 
www.sd104.us 

Argo Community High School District 217 
www.argohs.net 

Township of Lyons 
www.lyonstownshipil.gov 
 
Illinois Department of Public Health 
www.dph.illinois.gov 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
www.cdc.gov 
 

    Village of Summit, IL.            

 

         A Village on the Rise 

Fall, 2025 
 
 
 

Founded in 1890 

Community Calendar 

September 6th: Coffee with the Mayor  

September 15th: Village Board Meeting — Village Hall  

September 18th: Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

September 26th: Argo High School Homecoming Parade  

October 5th: Coffee with the Mayor  

October 6th: Village Board Meeting — Village Hall  

October 16th: Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

October 20th: Village Board Meeting — Village Hall  

October 31st: Trick-or-Treating 1 p.m. to 7 p.m.   

November 1st: Coffee with the Mayor  

November 3rd: Village Board Meeting — Village Hall  

November 17th: Village Board Meeting — Village Hall  

November 20
th

: Neighborhood Watch Meeting  

http://www.summitparks.org
http://summitlibrary.info
http://www.sd104.us
http://www.argohs.net
http://www.lyonstownshipil.gov
http://www.commissionertobolski.com
http://www.cookcountyclerk.com

