Village of Summit, IL.
A Village on the Rise

Fall 2020
Founded in 1890

From the Desk of Mayor Sergio Rodriguez
As we move into the Fall season, we all look forward to family gatherings. However, since we continue to be in the middle of this pandemic, it is
unclear when we will get back to a sense of normalcy - as much as we all
would like to. We need to be sure to not let our guard down - continue
to limit your social activities and social distance while wearing face coverings. As Governor Pritzker has said, it only works if you wear it! While
the death count has remained low, the infection rates continue to climb.
We all can do our part! Look out for the safety of others, because we’re
all safer and stronger when we go all in, Illinois.
The Village will once again be gathering names and addresses for our
Annual Senior Service Fall Project! The Village is proud to partner with
community groups in our village to offer at no cost a leaf raking program
to our senior residents. If you are older than 65, and are interested,
please call and leave a message at (708) 563-4806 or email info@summit-il.org. Let us know your name, address and phone number between now and November
7th. We will be going out and raking leaves during weekends in November, so please let us know
whether we can provide this service to you! We would love to come visit you and rake your leaves!
As we wrap up the year, there is still plenty of things going on around the Village. Various construction projects are occurring, which may be an inconvenience for a short time - but please remember
to be aware of your surroundings, slow down, and pay attention to workers. We are resurfacing over
1.6 miles of streets in the village which were selected based on a complete assessment of conditions. We will continue resurfacing more streets next year and plan to widen some of the more narrower streets.

The Dolese & Shepard Summit
Quarry, located along SummitLyons Road (Lawndale Avenue) provided building materials from 1865-1926. The pits
then became ‘swimming holes’.
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IDOT has also started work at the intersection of Harlem and Archer. This project will involve widening
the existing intersection to allow for wider left turn lanes on Harlem Avenue, installing modernized traf- Clerk’s Corner ............. 2
fic signals, constructing ADA-complaint sidewalk ramps, patching and resurfacing, adding raised reflec- Police Department ....... 3
tive pavement markers, and making drainage improvements. This project is expected to be completHalloween.................... 4
ed in late spring of 2021.
We are also moving forward with replacing water meters which should be starting soon. These new
water meters will have radio frequency so no longer will someone need to enter your home to get the
reading. It will also provide more accurate readings and make it easy to detect if there is a water loss
issue. Thank you to everyone for adhering to guidelines. We will get through this together and
please know we are here to assist in any way. Please stay safe and be well.

GETTING TO KNOW...

Marvel Parker, Village Trustee
Marvel McCain Parker, is a graduate of Northeastern Illinois University; she
holds a Bachelor of Arts with majors in Nonprofit Administration and Social and
Community Sturdies, completed graduate work at Lewis University in the Master
of Arts in Organizational Leadership Program. A graduate of Harvard University
Divinity School; “Summer Leadership Institute” (SLI) class of 2004; a graduate of
Grace Theological Seminary, she holds a Master of Divinity and a Doctorate of
Divinity.
Public Administrator for the Village of Summit from 1998-2012, she held the positions of: Director of Community Development, Enterprise Zone Administrator, Chairman of the Summit
Youth Commission, and Weed and Seed Program Administrator. Retired in 2011, she was appointed to
the Board of Trustees in 2012 and elected to the Board in 2013 and 2017. ...Continued on Page 5...
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Clerk’s Corner

Colleen Lambert

Happy Fall! I hope that all of you were able to take some time to unwind over
the summer months and enjoy some personal time with your families. I realize how much life has changed over these past 6 months, but it is my hope
that you all found some time to take a short break.
With the holidays approaching, we would like to remind you that we still have
our partnership with the big man up North! In fact, this year, you will be able
to drop off your precious letters to Santa in the North Pole Mailbox located at the Village Municipal Building, or submit the letter via email to info@summit-il.org.
Remember to add a return address (prior to December 16th), so that Santa can respond! The
mailbox will be out starting November 16th.

Office phone: 563-4807
Email:
clambert@summit-il.us

Stay safe, and Happy Holidays to you and your families. Please take time to reflect on the past year.
Let us all be thankful every day for the family and friends we have ~ old and new, and the opportunities that have come our way. Please take note of the upcoming Presidential General Election. Any
registered suburban Cook County voter may request a mail ballot using the online application at
www.cookcountyclerk.com. Voting by mail is a safe and secure way to cast your ballot this year.
Additionally, for the first time ever, the Cook County Clerk's Office will offer secure mail ballot drop
boxes at locations staffed by Clerk employees starting on October 19 th. These drop boxes will be
emptied every day.

Please keep in mind:
10/6/2020: Last day to register to vote by paper application
10/7/2020: First day of grace period registration and voting
10/18/2020: Last day to register to vote by online application
10/19/2020: First day of early voting
10/29/2020: Last day to request a mail ballot.
11/2/2020: Last day of early voting
11/2/2020: Last day of grace period registration and voting
11/3/2020: Last day mail ballots can be postmarked

11/3/2020 Election Day
As like the primary elections in March, the voting locations
are as follows:



Precinct 56; Summit Park District - Spark Center



Precinct 57; Village of Summit Municipal Building



Precinct 60; **New Location** Argo Community High School - Field House

Polls open at 6:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m.
As always, please feel free to give me a call or email me with any concerns or questions.
May 2021 bring health and happiness to each and every one of you and your families!

Show off your holiday spirit and enter the Village of Summit’s Halloween Outdoor Home Decorating Competition. We will be awarding the top three houses for Halloween. Winners will receive a
Winning Lawn Sign declaring their triumphant status! Photos of home entries will be posted on
Facebook. You must register, no registration fee. Call (708) 563-4806 or email info@summitil.org to register your house by October 22nd. The outside of your house must be decorated
by October 23rd.
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John Kosmowski
The Village of Summit is a “No Soliciting” community. This
means that any individual going door-to-door would need a license from the Village. If anyone rings your doorbell trying to sell
something, please call and notify the police. If someone comes
to your door claiming to be a contractor, representing a utility
company (Com Ed, NICOR, Comcast), or the Village please ask
for their I.D. Call 911 and a police officer will be happy to check
the credentials of anyone who’s at your door, never let any
stranger into your home.
As the colder months approach, there are a few tips that the
Summit Police would like address. In the cold weather the Summit Police Department and the Summit Fire Department are
warming centers. The Police Department will also assist
anyone in need of a warm place to stay during the cold
months of the season. Please call (708) 563-4830 for more
information on warming centers. Remember to look out for each
other, and each other’s pets during periods of extremely cold
weather which will be here in the next few months. Please check
in on your neighbors and relatives - especially those who are
senior citizens. Any animal left outside must have proper shelter,
food and water.
Please be aware of snow removal in the Village. Snow removal
will follow the same days as our street cleaning signs. If a vehi-

AN IMPORTANT UPDATE

Police Chief

cle is not moved on the scheduled day for snow removal, it
will be ticketed and / or towed.
The Code Red Alert System
keeps all our residents informed of
emergency notifications. If you are
not signed up for these notifications, please go to the Summit
Police Department’s website,
www.summit-il.org and fill out an
account. Receive an immediate
alert from the village via text or
email in cases of critical emergency situations, and information re- Office phone: 563-4830
garding necessary actions.
Anonymous Tip Hotline:

563-8100

There has been a rise in dogs and
cats that are being brought to the Email:
chiefkosmowski@summitpd.net
Summit Police Department.
Please be aware that it is much
easier to get your lost pet home if they are microchipped or when
they have tags with your name and phone number on it. Please
make sure the microchip and tags have updated information with
an updated phone number to ensure the return of your pets.

ON

HALLOWEEN...

The Village of Summit is allowing Halloween Trick-or-Treating to take place between
the hours of 1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, October 31st. On the following page, you will
find a red and a green sign for Halloween. We ask that all participating homeowners place
the green welcome sign on their doors and turn on their porch lights. Those who are not interested,
should use the red signs and keep outdoor lights off. No one is going to be upset if they see a red
sign. Please respect everyone’s wishes and just move on to the next house. We highly encourage all
Halloween participants to wear a mask and gloves. Please be safe and have a Happy Halloween!

Halloween Safety Tips:
Always use sidewalks, instead of the street for walking.
Children should never be allowed to go out alone on Halloween.

Don’t eat any treats until they have been examined.

1:00 - 7:00 pm
Halloween, Saturday October 31st

Look in all directions before crossing the street.
Motorists Should drive slowly, yield to young pedestrians, and watch out for Trick-or-Treaters darting into the
street.

Never enter a strangers' home – stay on the porch or outside.

Walk don’t Run during trick-or-treating activities.

Fall / 2020
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STREET RESURFACING / WATER METERS
The Village is resurfacing over 1.6 miles of our streets. The entire project is planned to be completed by the middle of November (weather permitting). Normal construction hours will be from 6:30 am - 5:00 pm, Monday
through Friday with the occasional possibility of work extending into the evenings or over the weekend. The streets to be paved are below:

58th Street - Archer Road to Harlem Avenue
55th Place - Archer Road to 74th Avenue
57th Street - Archer Road to Harlem Avenue
Hanover Street - 74th Avenue to Harlem Avenue
56th Street - Archer Road to Harlem Avenue
63rd Place - 73rd Avenue to Harlem Avenue
This is just the beginning to our village-wide street resurfacing project.
Your cooperation during all phases of construction is requested in order to
make this project run as smoothly as possible. Please follow the signs during the roadway operations, and we encourage all residents to park in
their garages whenever possible.
Combined with street resurfacing and sewer improvements, the Village will
be replacing water meters starting in January of 2021. Calumet City Plumbing will be contacting all residents to set up appointments. Appointments will last approximately 30 minutes, replacing your old meter with a new smart meter free of charge. The
new smart meters will help save you money by taking more accurate readings of your water consumption, as well as being
able to identify potential issues if they occur. Calumet City Plumbing will have company ID’s as well as Village ID’s. Please call
(708) 563-4817 if you have any questions.
...Continued from First Page... A self-published author of: “Breaking the Silence; The Impact of HIV/AIDS on African American Women and the Silence of the Church,” and a Behavioral Intervention curriculum entitled, “LISTEN-LEARN-LIVE.”
In 2008 in furtherance to her commitment to educate communities about the impact of HIV/AIDS, she created AIDS Awareness Advocacy Inc., a U.S. not for profit and a NGO in Belize Central America where she serves as Executive Director and CEO.
Marvel Parker is President of Community Design Concepts, a management consulting firm. In 1984, she established Vel’s Travel
Agency Inc. where she served as President for thirty years. She served as: Executive
Director of the Summit Community Task Force, 1992-2004, a 501C (3) community
and faith-based initiative she and her husband Pastor Wheeler Parker organized in
1992; a board member of the West Angeles CDC, Los Angeles Ca., 2008-2012; the
Mamie Till Moberly Memorial Foundation; and a member of the Moraine Valley Community College Area Planning Council 2007-2009.
She has received numerous awards for her commitment to education and advocacy
for the poor. She has been honored with awards which include Citizen of the Year;
from the Summit Chamber of Commerce 1992, Woman of Distinction; from the
Whispering Oaks Girl Scouts 2002, Outstanding Service To The Community; from
Northeastern Illinois University 2004, Community Service Award; from Cook County
Housing Authority 2004.
She is a third-generation member of the Church of God In Christ, and an active
member of Argo Temple Church of God In Christ since 1968, where her husband Elder Wheeler Parker Jr. serves as Pastor since 1993. She is Assistant Supervisor of the Women’s Department of 5th Jurisdiction Illinois-West. Dr. Parker and
her husband are foreign missionaries in Belmopan, Belize, Central America where
they are building a church. They currently support Calvary Temple School in Belize
City, which has over 300 students.
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AM ME Inc.

Societal Spotlight

AM ME Inc. is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization with the motto: Ambitiously Motivating Mental Empowerment. The organization is primarily for girls and women 18 years of age and older of all nationalities, that
are dealing with low self-esteem, self-worth, self-love, personal development issues, and domestic
violence abuse.
AM ME Inc. provides these individuals with resources and tools through workshops, seminars, motivational
speaking sessions, and self-interactive experiences meant to inspire and build confidence. CEO Lachelle
Evans-Beard, a domestic violence survivor herself, founded AM ME Inc. in 2018 after she launched
her first autobiographical book that she co-authored with several other women detailing their stories, and
how they overcame their own obstacles. As the Wind Blows is an Amazon best-seller, and encourages
young women to be bold, be beautiful, and be unapologetic about knowing that they are more than
enough. AM ME has supported our community by feeding the homeless, and donating supplies to women’s shelters, as well as
sponsoring other events and providing outreach in the village.
AM ME hosts a few annual events, with their hallmark event being their Domestic Violence Gala, which
is postponed until October 2021. The gala serves as their main fundraiser, and honors domestic violence survivors. They also host an annual bowling fun night that
takes place every April, and an annual basketball fundraiser
every July.
They are proud to be located in the Village of Summit and are
grateful for the warm reception and support they receive from
the community as a whole. If you have never heard of AM ME
Inc., check them out! As Lachelle always says, “Your past is
not your NOW!” For more information on AM ME Inc., or to get
involved, visit www.awomanvision.com, or email Lachelle at
awomanvision@Yahoo.com.

Flourishing Frito-Lay
Since 1995, Frito-Lay, a division of PepsiCo, has been
operating its 60,000 square-foot distribution center in the Village of Summit and currently has 188 full-time employees at
the location. To address current consumer demands, the
company began the expansion of the existing site in August of 2020 to add 30,000 square feet of space. The addi- 2021. It is great to see a wonderful business expand in
tional square footage will enable Frito-Lay to support its distri- our Village.
bution strategy and to be able to better serve its customers in
the region. Construction on the new building is expected to
Thank you for 25 years of business in the
be complete by May 2021 and will open in the summer of

Village of Summit!

Frito-Lay Inc.
7700 Bulldog Dr., Summit, IL
Phone: (708) 563 - 4900
Website: www.fritolay.com
Monday - Sunday 24 hours a day / 7 days a
week
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HIGHER THAN EXPECTED - THE CANNABIS BUSINESS
Illinois collected almost $52.8 million in tax revenue during the first 6 months
Recreational marijuana sales have continued to rise - marking a bright spot among the state’s pandemic-scarred finances. Per state
law, Illinois residents 21 years of age and older are now allowed to possess and use up to 30 grams of cannabis flower, 5 grams of
concentrate, and 500 milligrams of THC in a cannabis-infused product like candy or brownies.
The State of Illinois legalized recreational marijuana beginning January 1, 2020. (Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, 410 ILCS
705/1) But the state left it up to individual municipalities to decide if they will allow recreational marijuana sales in their jurisdictions. The Village of Summit has been researching how Cannabis Business Establishments would operate within our village limits, which would increase our sales tax base; collecting extra revenue for our community to improve our schools, roads, services,
and overall infrastructure.
The village has developed a comprehensive plan which takes into account and ensures the safety of business employees, customers, neighbors, and our community, as well as the possible increases in traffic and access points. This includes, but is not limited to
the requirement of these businesses to obtain a special use permit and build enhancements in the forms of cameras and additional
lighting. The village has also planned to exceed the minimum state requirements from which these establishments may be located, in
relation to preexisting public or private nursery schools, preschools, primary or secondary schools, daycare centers, daycare homes,
residential care homes, and areas zoned for residential use.
El estado de Illinois legalizó la marijuana a partir del Primero de Enero de 2020. (Illinois Cannabis Regulation and Tax Act, 410 ILCS
705/1) Pero el estado dejó a los municipios individuales decidir si permitirán la venta de marijuana recreativa en sus jurisdicciónes. El Municipio de Summit ha estado investigando cómo operarian los establecimientos comerciales de cannabis dentro los
limites de nuestra comunidad, lo que aumentaria nuestra base de impuestos sobre las ventas. Recaudando ingresos adicionales
para nuestra comunidad para mejorar escuelas, servicios de calles y la infraestructura general.
Summit ha desarrollado un plan integral que garantiza seguridad de los empleados comericiales, los clientes, los vecinos y nuestra
comunidad, asi como los posibles aumentos de trafico y punto de acceso. Esto incluye, entre otros, el requisito de que estas empresas obtengan un permiso de uso especial y realicen modificaciónes en las formas de cámaras y iluminación adicional.
Summit también ha planeado superar los requisitos mínimos estatales a partir de los cuales estos establecimientos pueden
ubicarse en relación con las escuelas infatiles, publicas o privadas preexistentes, escuelas preescolares, escuelas primarias o
secundarias, guarderias, guarderias residencias y áreas de uso residencial.
Como siempre, valoramos la opinion de la comunidad y le pedimos que tome unos minutos y comparta sus pensamientos. Por favor
complete la encuesta anónima. A continuación, rasgar la linea de puntos arriba y déjelos en el buzón de correo usando el sobre
prepagado.

Village-wide Survey - We Need Your Response
As always, we value community input, and request that you take a few minutes and share your thoughts.
Please fill out the anonymous survey below, tear on the dotted line above, and drop in a mail box using the
pre-paid postage. You may also send you thoughts by calling (708) 563-4806, email info@summit-il.org, or
drop off to: Strzelczyk Municipal Center, 7321 W. 59th Street, Summit, IL 60501
Como siempre, valoramos la opinion de la comunidad y le pedimos que tome unos minutos y comparta
sus pensamientos. Por favor complete la encuesta anónima. A continuación, rasgar la linea de puntos

arriba y déjelos en el buzón de correo usando el sobre prepagado.

Yes, I agree. Cannabis Business Establishments may be allowed to operate within our village,
and use the additional sales tax revenue to improve our community.

Si, Estoy de acuerdo. Se puede permitir que los establecimientos de cannabis operen dentro
de nuestra jurisdicciones.

No, I do not agree.
No, No estoy de acuerdo.
Additional Notes / Notas adicionales:_____________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Village of Summit
Strzelczyk Municipal Center
7321 W. 59th Street
Summit, IL 60501
Monday - Friday:
1st Saturday of month:

8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Summit Village Hall
Village Clerk
Executive Director’s Office

(708) 563-4800
(708) 563-4807
(708) 563-4805

For Services Call:
Emergency
Police Department non-emergency
Fire Department non emergency
Public Works Department
Water / Sewer Billing

Mailing Address Line 1
Mailing Address Line 2
Mailing Address Line 3
Mailing Address Line 4
Mailing Address Line 5

911
(708) 563-4830
(708) 594-3894
(708) 563-4809
(708) 563-4817

Officials:
Mayor
Clerk

Sergio Rodriguez
Colleen Lambert

Village of Summit, IL.

Trustees
Setki “Sam” Dardovski
Aleco S. Julius
Mayra Ortiz
Website

Yard waste will continue to be picked up until Friday, November 27th.

Marvel Parker
Arthur Sullivan
Karen J. Wasko
www.summit-il.org

A Village on the Rise

Fall, 2020
Founded in 1890

